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SUBJECT:  Father  Kruno Slav  HRAGAEOVIC , 

RE  :  PAST  Background  and  PRESENT  Activity. 


«  1  “L 


;  1.  Dr.  Krunoslav  DRAGATTOVIC  la  a  Croatian  Catholic  priest 

in  the  Monastary  of  San  Geronimo.132  Via  Tomacelli. ROHE  •  This  man 
has  for  some  time  now  been  associated  with  TJstashi  element#  in  Italy 
and, while  in  many  Instances  it  is  hard  to  distinguish  the  activity  of 
the  Church  from  the  activity. of  one  man  T&ose  personal  convictions 
might  lie  along  a  certain  line, it  is  fairly  evident  in  the  case  of 
Pr.  DRAGATTOVIC  that  his  sponsorship  of  the  Ustashi  cause  stems  from 
a  deep-rooted  conviction  that  the  ideas  espoused  by  this  arch-nat¬ 
ionalist  organization, half  logical, half  lunatio,are  basically  sound 
ooncepts  •  - 

2.  Pr.  DRAGATTOVIC  is  a  native  of  TRAVKIK  where  he  find  shed 
his  elementary  and  secondary  school  .  Shortly  after  this  he  w«mt  to 
SARAJEVO  to  study  theology  and  philospphy  •  Here  he  fell  under  the 
personal  magnetism  of  Dr.  Ivan  SARIC, archbishop  of  SARAJEVO, whose, 
particular  interest  he  soon  became  said  upon  graduation  he  was  sent 
to  ROI'E  under  the  auspices  of  Dr.  SARIC  who  had  some  good  connect¬ 
ions  in  the  Vatican  « 

3.  Having  completed  his  studies  at  ROI'E  where  he  majored  in 
ethnology  and  Balkan  affairs  he  returned  to  SARAJEVO  where  he  held 
various  political  Offices, all  of  a  minor  importance  .  Shortly  after 
the  formation  of  the  Independent  State  of  Croatia  under  Ante  PAVEIIC 
in  April  1941  DRAGATTOVIC  beoame  one  of  the  leading  figures  in  the 
Bureau  of  Colonization  •  In  the  middle  of  1943 , however, he  became  in¬ 
volved  in  a  disagreement  over  the  relative  merits  of 'the  younger 
Eugen  KVATERITIK,whom  he  oalled  a  "madman  and  a  lunatic",  and  he  left 
Croatia  and  returned  to  ROHE  . 

4.  According  to  a  reliable  informant  it  is  believed  that  thi  a 

departure  of  DRAGATTOVIC  from  Croatia  to  Italy  is-  a  olassic  e::anple  of 
"kicking  a  man  upstairs"  inasmuch  as  it  is  fairly  well  estabi.ished 
tliat  the  leaders  ef  the  Independent  State  of  Croatia  expected  the  , 
prelate, through  hie' good  connections  in  the  Vatioan,to  be  in  ;t rumen-  / 
tal  in  working  out  the  orientation  of  Crpatia  towards  the  ».'ert  rathei 
than  the  East.  These  same  leaders. being  eccidehtal-minded  anl  know-  j 
ing  full  well  that  Croatia*  e  militant  Catholocism  made  her  a  "natural- 
in  such  a  d'eal, relied  en  DRAGATTOVIC .  tp  jassi».t__th_es?.  ^ja.Jthpir  aims.  He. 
was  eminently  vurtuficea'sful  •  .  ..t* 

t  ,  •  r  .  \  . _  I « 

\ 

5.  DRAGAHOVIC  has  a.  brother  still*  in  ZAGREB  who  is  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Hapredak  Co. ,who  recently  wag  ignored  in  the  elections 
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to  determine  the  ■eaters  of  the  Board  of  Directors  •  He  has  another 
brother,  where  stout  a  unknown,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Croatian  fcabafsy 
An  HKRTJH  *  Sm  la  touch  with  his  brother,  Z7QHK0,  in  zscwytt  but  not! with 
XHESO,whsoe  whereabouts  axe  not  definetly  known  although  he  has  been 
reported  in  the  British  none  in  Gemany  * 


••  About  a  year  ko  DRAGAHOVIC  is  alleged  in  seme  eirclea  to 
hare  somewhat  denounced  his  now  ardent  pro-Ustaahi  sentiments  during 
a  oonfersnoc  pf  Croats  in  RCM2,  Haring  been  aocused  by  a  certain  Dr* 
XUATOVIC  (apparently  a  ■ember  of  the  Croat  Peasant  Party)  of  being 
in  rery  dose  contaot  with  only  Ustashl  emogreees  ERAOANOVTO  is  Said 
to  hare  replied  that  if  working  for  an  independent  Croatia  ■cant  being 
an  Ustasha  then*  I  an  an  Ustasha"  *  "However,"  he  added,*  I  disci  boo- 
iate  myself  from  all  other  attributes  of  .the  Ustashi.* 

7*  With  this  aim  in  rlew  DRAQAHOVIC  is  working  with  the  Untashi 
and  also  with  some  leftorers  of  Jfche  Croat  Peasant  Party  in  exile  *  When 
■ilea  PKX3 AHIC. erstwhile  Camaandant  of  the  Guard  of  Ylado  MACZK,  appear¬ 
ed  in  ECUS, he  immediately  oontaoted  him  and  thus  made  his  alms  and 
purposes  olear  to  MACHC  • 

8*  Many  of  the  more  pr eminent  Ustashi  war  orlminals  and  Quislings  _ 
are  lirlng  in  HOES  illegally, many  of  them  "under  false  names  *fheir  cells 
are  still  maintained, their  papers  still  published, and  their  intelligence 
agenoies  still  in  operation  •  All  this  aotirity  seems  to  stem  frwn  the 
Tati  can,  through  the  Monastery  of  San  Ceronlmo  to  Texmo,tbe  ohief  Croat 
Caap  in  Italy  *Chief  among  the  intelligence  operatives  in  the  Moa&et- 
sry  of  Son  (Jeronimo  appear  to  be  Dr*  DEAGANOYIC  and  MonsignorMADJAEAC. 

9*  The  main  messenger  between  the  Votiean^tbe  Monastery  and  Tasmo 
Is  an  Ustasha  student  byt  the  name  of  BRISK!  ,  HRISKI  was  interned  in 
the  £09  POW  Comp  at  AJRAGOLA  and  was  with  the  Ustashi  Cabinet  members 
when  their  esoape  was  organized  from  there*  Hie  physical  deeorijtion 
is  ae  follows:  £5  years  old,medi\ia  height, black  hair, seen  mostly  with¬ 
out  s  hat*  Has  very  bad  teeth  in  upper  end  lower  jaw*  Appears  to  be 
▼ery  wise* 

10*  This  Agent  managed  to  run  a  counter-operative  into  this  Mon¬ 
astery  to  find  out  if  possible  if  the  internal  setup  of  the  pla>e  was 
as  had  baen  alleged, namely  that  it  was  honeyoembod  with  eeUe  or  Ustashi 
operatives.  This  was  established  and  several  things  more  but  operations 
were  stopped  abruptly  when  it  beosme  too  dangerous  for  the  ooun t*r— in¬ 
to  111  genoe  agent  in  the  Monastery  •  The  following  faote  were  ascertained: 

11*  In  order  to  enter  this  Monastery  one  must  submit  to  a  personal 
search  for  weapons  and  identification  doomenta,muat  answer  questions 
aa  to  where  he  is  frcm,*io  he  is, wham  he  knows, what  hie  purpose  is  in 
tbs  visit,  and  how  ha  heard  about  the  fact  that  there  were  Crawls  in  the 
Monastery  *  n i  doors  frem  one  room  to  another  are  looked  and  those  that 
ara  not  have  an  armad  guard  in  front  of  thms  end  a  pass-word  ii  naoess- 
ary  to  go  frcxn  on®  room  to  mot  hi  r  *  Th©  njholi  iron  i®  gunrdid  toy  i®- 
i&  Uit&shl  youtha  In  ilvilim  ilothii  and  ^ho  Uitnflhl  .mluti  I*1  oxoning- 
ad  eontinually  • 
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Ustaflhi  Minister b  are  either  living  in  the  Monastery, or  living  id 
Vatioan  end  attending  Meetings  several  tines  a  week  at  8 an  Oero: 


1 

1 

8 

I' 

7 

* 
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Ivan  DEVCIC,Lt»  Colonel 

VRAHClC,Dr»  TJekoslav.  Deputy  Minister  of  Foreign  dffedrs«| 
TOTE, Dr.  Dragut  in  .Minister  of  Croat  State  Treasury. 

8USI0, Lotto  .Minster  of  Corporations  in  Croatian  Quailing 
ST  ARCS  VIC ,  9r  •  Mile, Croat  Minister  of  Eduoatlon. 

RUPCIC, General  Dragutin,  General  of  Vstashi  Air  Foroe.  . 
PBRIC.DJordJe,  Serbian  Minister  of  Propaganda  tinder  MEDIC 
IS CNIEAB ,  Vilko-Pat aaha  General  and  CO  of  Ustashl  Gendarme 
MABEOYIC.Fos^PjMlnlster  of  Transport  in  Pavelio  Ooveraaeip 
IBSH,Vladlair-OosBaander-ln-Chief  of  the  Croat  Hr  Foret. 


15.  While  this  "Croat",  dir  to  tad  by  this  Agent  to  try  to  pene- 
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trate  the  Croat  intelligenoe  network, was  .inside ..the  Monastery  he 
tonally  heard  a  oonversation  ensue  between  this  Monsignor  MADJARlC  and 
Dr.  SDSIC,who,et  the  time  of  the  conversation, was  in  the  Yatioan]  li¬ 
brary  •  He  also  heard  a  conversation  between  two  of  the  Uatashl  JL n  the 
monastery  whioh  established  the'  f tot  that  a  brother  of  IB.  PERIC  runs 
a  hotel  in  ROME.  and  that  often  this  hotel  is  visited  at  night  for  the 
purpose  of  holding  important  Uatahl  oonfertnoes  •  The  money  for  ;he 
purchase  of  the  hotel  was  given  this  man  by  his  brother,Dr.  PEEK*. 

14.  It  was  further  established  that  these  Croats  travel  >aok 
and  forth  frcm  the  Vatican  several  times  a  week  in  a  ear  with  a  chau¬ 
ffeur  whose  lloense  plate  bears  the  two  initials  CD,”Corpo  Diplomat  loo". 
It  Issues  forth  from  the  Vatioan  and  discharges  its  passengers  liside 
the  Monastery  of  San  Geronimo  •  Subjeot  to  diplcmatio  immunity  1;  is 
Impossible  to  stop  the  oar  and  discover  ^xo  are  its  passengers  • 

15.  DBAGAHOVIC * S  sponsorship  of  these  Croat  Qusllings  definetly 

links  him  up  with  the  plan  of  the  Vat  loan  to  shield  these  ex-DstaShl 
nationalists  until  suoh  time  as  they  are  able  to  prooure  for  than  the 
proper  documents  to  enable  them  to  go  to  South  Amerloa  .  The  Vat  lean, 
undoubtedly  banking  on  the  strong  anti— Communis t  feelings  of  these  wen, 
is  endeavoring  to  infiltrate  them  into  South  Amerloa  in  any  way  possible 
to  oounteraot  the  spread  of  Red  dodtrine.  It  has  been  reliably  reported, 
for  exemple  that  Dr.  VRAHCIC  has  already  gone  to  South  Amerloa  end  that 
Ante  PAVZLIC  and  General  IREN  are  scheduled  for  an  early  departure  to 
South  Amerloa  through  Spain  •  All  these  operations  are  ®®°n 

negotiated  by  DRAGAMOVIO  beoause  of  his  lnfluenoe  in  the  Vatloai  • 

Id.  This  Agent  will  oontinue  to  make  an  effort  to  keep  at  roast  of 
the  situation  in  this  area  and  also  to  advise  0-2  of  any  a*w  plins  or 
change s  of  operations  on  the  part  of  DRAQANOVIC  and  his  ■a'tj all 


DISTRIBUTION : 

AC  of  S,G-2,ATHQ 
Ghikf ,OIC,AFHQ 
File 


■ROBERT  CLATTER  MOD: 
SPECIAL  AGENT, CIC 


313 


BEST  COPT  AVAILABLE  . 


T - r 


